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Voluntary and Community Sector 

Joint Representation

Feedback Form  

(please photocopy)

1. Name. Mairi Wilson
Group//Meeting Bristol Safeguarding Children’s Board Date of meeting  20th October 2010…………………………………

	Overall view of meeting and general comments

The meeting was well attended with a full agenda.

(1) Report from the Child Death Overview Panel

Due to the specialist care provided by Bristol Children’s Hospital, over half the children who died were not resident in the south west area. 

Parental issues e.g. Mental Health, Domestic Abuse are a factor in many children’s’ deaths. 

In 69% of cases, the death was thought to be non-preventable, 21% of deaths were thought to be potentially preventable and in 5% of cases, the death was thought to be preventable.. 

It was pointed out that recruitment of Health Visitors has improved, by April the 25% vacancy rate of the past will have reduced to 5%. Some of these health visitors have been recruited from areas outside Bristol. 

(2) Performance Reporting and Monitoring 

A sub group of the Performance group had met on 7th October to agree the content and design of the Performance Reporting Scorecard. 

There was a discussion about the data on the scorecard. 

At the moment, the only voluntary sector organisation contributing to the card is Barnardo’s.  

Action point -Voluntary Sector Reps have discussed this issue with VOSCUR and The Care Forum.  We shall discuss further with Angela Clark at meeting in January – to explore ways in the which the voluntary sector can effectively contribute.

(3) Quality and Standards Sub Group Update 

Audit of referrals to CYPS took place during the last quarter. 26 cases were looked at and there was clear evidence that thresholds and decision making are consistent citywide. This was a good myth busting exercise as the presumption is made that thresholds do vary, because this was the case five or six years ago. 

(4) Working with Mosques  

BSCB members have met with various representatives from mosques throughout Bristol. A member plans to present to mosques, an agreement set up by another authority re working with mosques to ensure proper Child Protection procedures are in place. 

(5) An update on agencies’ financial position and possible impact on Child Protection and Safeguarding 

The chair received a number of replies.  Chair acknowledged thorough response from Voluntary Sector.  All reports will be circulated around all Board members with minutes. As yet, no-one knows details of their future funding position, there is uncertainty, but no one has any plans to re-organise their Child Protection services. 

Action point - The chair emphasised the importance of agencies keeping BSCB informed of any proposed changes so that changes can be made in synchronisation. 

The chair asked that if there were capacity issues which threatened Child Protection performance, he would be advised so that he could speak to senior members of organisations before the changes occur. 

(6) Proposals for Lay Membership/Involvement of Young People

The Board need to have lay members.  Discussion about advertising/recruiting lay members.  Ideally, they would like former service users to be involved.

Action point - Voluntary Sector agencies may have service users (current or former) who are active in their consultation groups and may be interested in applying for one of these positions.  If you know of anyone who might be interested please contact one of the Voluntary Sector Reps. Similarly, the Board are interested in involving young people, VCS could possibly help them connect with existing Consultation Groups.




	Comments and concerns raised by voluntary and community sector representatives




	Key decision/s made




Please return a copy of this form to 

The Care Forum, The Black Development Agency and Voscur 

within five working days following the meeting. Thank you.
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