Bristol Youth Links - Report from Fran Harrison 

The Youth Links Project Board met on 22 June.  The purpose is delivery of integrated services for young people in Bristol.  It brings together the managers for YOT, teenage pregnancies, young people’s drug strategy, Connexions, Youth and Play, Learning Partnerships, Corporate Parenting (looked after yp), with voluntary sector reps Jo Stallard and Fran Harrison, Sandy Hore-Ruthven for The Station, and the Service Director for Education Strategy and Targeted Support.  The Board has already developed a strategy paper that was presented to the Children and Young People’s Partnership Board on 26 April.  There will now be a survey of tier 2 and 3 services for young people to map who funds what.  As the voluntary sector delivers services using a variety of funding there is a need to map this delivery separately to get a good understanding, not only of what is available but also where it is at risk.

As it is uncertain currently how outcomes and targets for local areas are affected by the new Coalition Government removing the Public Sector Agreements containing indicators (eg on teenage pregnancy, youth offending, drug use etc), the Board expects that Bristol will have to develop a new suite of Bristol indicators.

Still at the beginning of its work, the Project Board discussed a draft work plan and communications strategy.  As part of the communications strategy, Craig Bolt, Service Director for Education Strategy and Targeted Support, will have a major slot at VOSCUR’s network meeting on 21 July.

