          

Children & Young Peoples Network Meeting
 13 October 2011, 1.00-3.00pm

       Malcolm X Centre
Raising Attainment and Aspirations for Children & Young People in Bristol

1. Welcome Asma Ahmad, Voscur .
 Presentations - Nick Batchelar- Service Director, Learning, Achievement    and Schools, Bristol City Council 

           Rosanna Radlinska- Tyma- Polish Saturday School
      2.  Nick Batchelar- Bristol City Council 
      Presentations attached:
· The performance picture- shows improvements (Charts/ diagrams)
· Policy Context- big shifts going on in education, how can we sustain this? (see The White Paper statement). Schools are doing well in Bristol.  

· Which issues? 
· Roles of voluntary sector?
· What’s going on? -Autonomy, Innovation, accountability

· Implications of policy framework? School leaders being told offer of running schools.  Power with school leaders not governors. 
Q How do you move good practice round system?

Q How do you get the sense of shared priorities? 

Blame with local authorities for keeping open failing schools. Can’t have a market without failure. What about children in failing schools? 
     Role of voluntary sector
· Very important role- Bristol very strong, with voluntary & community sector playing a key part. 

· Early years

· Youth Links

· School Governance

· Coaching/ Mentoring- voluntary sector playing important part

· Supplementary/ Complementary schools 

    What’s next?

    (Quote Tim Brighouse) 

  Q Ethnicity of areas - not mentioned disability? Where does it feature?

  A Strategic issues in city highlight importance for further development for disabled groups is required.
Q. What will you have now that you didn’t?

 A.  Schools nationally are locally maintained schools of education act. They should be maintained by local authority but are not, with dialogue re. budget, but standards are with local authority. Can’t have a dialogue with maintained schools, but can offer support and challenge. Academies are different; if they fail we cannot formally intervene. This would need discussions with the principals.
Q How well do academies do in Bristol

A Very well - Academies make a difference 

Q.  Regard to the graphs shown it would be more meaningful in charts to use statistics for white British boys & black African Caribbean boys

A. Will use ethnicity more, generally use gender. Some BME Groups have improved more that the British average. Black British boys not improving, white British boys not doing well.

Q Is it working class?

A Yes

Q. Lot of funding goes directly to schools & they are tasked to commission, must commission the right people and not just take the first person who walks through door.
A. It is an issue, to maintain academy schools we run training to understand commissioning and who to use.

3.  Rosanna Radlinska- Tyma- Polish Saturday School

This Saturday school - set up in 2007 for the provision of Polish children who weren’t connected to Polish church (this was the first school in 1950’s). There are now more mixed families with bilingual children. The main activity is promoting Polish culture and language for children not to forget their roots and be proud of their culture. Parents pay for the provision and the teachers are volunteers. There are 65 pupils, ages 5- 15, preparing for GCSE Polish; they can then progress onto A Level Polish. There are 6 classes, 6 teachers also own website (all in Polish) Online enrolment, database, with mailing list. Parents can look at student grades with personal log in numbers, collaborate with many Polish associations, local MP’s, Avon & Somerset Constabulary, family club, and Bristol City Council supplementary school co ordinator. Also do extra curricular activities, sports, music. Vision- not registered charity, hope to be next year. Also with own premises; lifelong learning. 

Q. Are teenagers just coming to Polish school or getting involved in other youth projects & services?

A. Yes, some are involved in Polish art, dance workshops, music etc. Some are involved in cubs & scouts and other mainstream activities 
Q. What are the main issues socially affecting Polish teens?

A. English is very good amongst some Polish teens but they sometimes exclude themselves and stick together. Some students do not socialise with any students except for Polish students as they feel language is a problem. Their level of expectations can be very low; they need to get language up to standard to be able to socialise. 

Q. What do we need to look at to get the best out of Polish students?

A. Difficult for them to understand that they need to stay in UK until they’re 18. They need to get qualifications. 

Q. How long is that day?

A. Start 9am, finish 12.30

Q. Do you have any disabled children there?

A. No, but we do co operate with parents, none yet. We do need to think of this though.

Q. What efforts do you make for children/teens to feel included?

A. Was talking about teenagers at Mainstream schools not Polish schools

Q Do you think they’re being left to defend themselves?

A. Some schools have Polish speaking teachers, or other ways.
Break 

Discussion Workshops
Summary of Discussion

Group 1 

Short term policies & procedures not helping, concerns on community cohesion agenda. Working with families too.
Group 2 

Schools, in particular voluntary sector getting into schools.  Do schools do enough for welfare of young people? Solutions - need to offer core curriculum. Training, referrals, with people not doing well in schools
Group 3 

Difficulties in communication, who can we talk to? Schools bombarded with offers of projects; need to identify school needs and young people. Possibly do school fresher’s fair to meet young people & leaders. Online directory to identify needs.
Group 4
What can the voluntary sector offer to schools to meet their needs? Concerns - no support on partnerships and initiatives. Role of governors, can the voluntary sector target to make them more accountable?
News/Update
The Station- Sandy Hore- Ruthven- Chief Exec Kingswood Foundation

· New youth centre in old Fire station; building work now started. 
· Make sure Station works for young people, with facilities accessible to all young people

· 28 November mini conference at Watershed. 
· Please sign up for invitation

· Launching new website

Matthew Symonds- Voscur 
· Still consulting on assembly for voice & influence

· Proposals on website, drop in sessions, contact Voscur until 25th Oct

        Young Bristol

· Targeting groups of young people, 13-25 yrs, to volunteer 

· Trying to get people on Board to volunteer, BME Young people, Disabled grps, etc. www.youngbristol.com/
