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Voluntary Value ESF Bulletin

August 2010

Welcome to the sixteenth European Social Fund (ESF) bulletin for Social Purpose Organisations in the South West Competitiveness area.
 This bulletin summarises the opportunities for engagement with ESF. 

*** Due to technical problems, this bulletin is lighter in content than usual. 

The September issue will make up for this! ***

1. Rescheduled: ESF Road show in the South West 

The Skills Funding Agency has announced the rescheduling of events which will detail planned ESF activities, policy changes and possible future bidding opportunities. These events, which have been postponed from June, will now take place in October.  Dates and booking website links are below:

Dorset – Monday 4 October. To book, visit: https://crm.lsnlearning.org.uk/user/bookevent.aspx?eventnum=4055
Devon – Tuesday 5 October. To book, visit: https://crm.lsnlearning.org.uk/user/bookevent.aspx?eventnum=4050
Cornwall – Thursday 7 October. To book, visit: https://crm.lsnlearning.org.uk/user/bookevent.aspx?eventnum=4049
Somerset – Friday 8 October. To book, visit: https://crm.lsnlearning.org.uk/user/bookevent.aspx?eventnum=4054
West of England (and Bristol) – Monday 11 October. To book, visit: https://crm.lsnlearning.org.uk/user/bookevent.aspx?eventnum=4053
Wiltshire – Tuesday 12 October. To book, visit: https://crm.lsnlearning.org.uk/user/bookevent.aspx?eventnum=4056
Gloucestershire – Wednesday 13 October. To book, visit: https://crm.lsnlearning.org.uk/user/bookevent.aspx?eventnum=4052
More information on the events is available at www.Southwest-ESF-Events.org.uk or by contacting 020 7492 5000 or registrations@lsnlearning.org.uk.

2. Opportunity to join a NOMS bid
As mentioned in past newsletters, bids are currently being worked up for an ESF contract administered by the National Offender Management Services (NOMS). Careers South West is bidding, and they are openly appealing for organisations who might wish to be a sub-contractor on their bid. The project would seek to improve the employment prospects of offenders, January 2011-December 2014.
Please complete the following table and return to jane.barratt@careerssw.org by Friday 3rd September 2010.
	Name of Organisation
	Organisation legal structure/status (e.g. Public Limited Company; Private Limited Company; Not for Profit; Local or Central Govt etc)
	Sector (e.g. Voluntary, Community, Social Enterprise)
	Principle areas of business
	Areas in which you would be able to deliver services

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


3. Opportunity to Oversee Community Grants
Community Grants provides bite-sized chunks of ESF support (up to £12,000) to social purpose organisations. Skills Funding Agency is looking for an organisation who can oversee the implementation of the Community Grants programme. This begins with interested organisations filling out the Pre-Qualifying Questionnaire, which must be completed by 21st September 2010. It is accessible at: https://skillsfundingagency.bravosolution.co.uk
4. Share your ideas on how you would like skills policy to be set out in the future


Skills Minister John Hayes has invited organisations to share their ideas on how they would like skills policy to be set out in the future. The consultation document, ‘Skills for Sustainable Growth', outlines the Government’s vision for skills and what are expected to be the key elements of a strategy for delivering it. The consultations will close on October 14. For further information visit: http://nds.coi.gov.uk. 

***

This bulletin was prepared by Simon Charters, Regional Coordinator (SWF), and enabled through support from the ESF and South West Regional Development Agency.   Your feedback on the style and content of the bulletin are very welcome – please contact Simon directly on simon@southwestforum.org.uk / 01392 823758.
� The Competitiveness area serves all of the South West except for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, who are served by the Convergence area for ESF.








