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Voluntary Value ESF Bulletin

September 2010
Welcome to the seventeenth European Social Fund (ESF) bulletin for Social Purpose Organisations in the South West Competitiveness area.
 This bulletin summarises the opportunities for engagement with ESF. 

1. CLESP Open for Membership!
The South West consortium for learning, employment and skills is now seeking members as of September 2010. Set up by a range of stakeholders from across the South West, including all Voluntary Value partners, the Community Learning, Employment and Skills Partnership (CLESP) is a consortium which aims to be bid-ready by this autumn, with an eye on the up-coming ESF contracts. 

Applications for membership are straightforward: members must be a voluntary and community organisation or a social enterprise, have an active interest in learning, employment and skills, and have a South West background. The membership form, along with a membership pack with more information on CLESP, is attached. Please return completed application forms to debra@southwestforum.org.uk by 1st October 2010.
2. ESF Tendering Round 2010-2011: Skills Funding Agency to be tendering by the New Year
A revised timetable for the tendering of ESF contracts by the Skills Funding Agency (SFA) is beginning to emerge. As reported in the August bulletin, a roadshow of events will mark the launch of the SFA’s priorities in October, to be followed by publishing of the Invitations to Tender for adult skills provision in January/February, and delivery from April 2011.
Find out more at the event roadshow, taking place at the following locations/dates:

· Dorset – Monday 4 October. 

· Devon – Tuesday 5 October. 

· Cornwall – Thursday 7 October. 

· Somerset – Friday 8 October. 

· West of England (and Bristol) – Monday 11 October. 

· Wiltshire – Tuesday 12 October. 

· Gloucestershire – Wednesday 13 October. 

More information on the events is available at www.Southwest-ESF-Events.org.uk or by contacting 020 7492 5000 or registrations@lsnlearning.org.uk.

3. ESF Tendering Round 2010-2011: SFA Provision for Young People and Community Grants

The exception to the SFA’s funding timetable, as described above, is their commissioning for two projects in the South West:

· one supporting Young People not in education, employment or training (as part of the shared service agreement with the Young People’s Learning Agency), and
· another seeking the managing agent for Community Grants.

Organisations who would like to apply to be the provider for these two contracts must first complete the relevant Pre-Qualification Questionnaire (PQQ), which is live and running through until 21 September 2010. Providers need to first register on the Skills Funding Agency tendering portal at http://tinyurl.com/33smlu3. Further guidance is at http://tinyurl.com/3xk4smy.
4. ESF Tendering Round 2010-2011: NOMS ESF Commissioning Timetable nearing its End

NOMS will soon be deciding on its preferred provider (out of 5) for its South West ESF programme. Interested providers have been working up final bids – including a national third sector consortium (3SC), and Careers South West who last month put out a call for sub-contractors. 

5. New ESF Engagement Manager 

The National Offender Management Service (NOMS) recently secured ESF Technical Assistance funds to appoint a Regional Engagement Manager. In the South West, Mark Ellery is taking on the role, and is available to ‘openly advise any organisations wishing to receive more information about the [NOMS] ESF process in the south west’.  Mark can be contacted on Mark.Ellery@justice.gov.uk
6. European Social Fund Conference

A broad mid-term review of the national ESF programme is taking place in Birmingham on 17 November, with registration required by 17 September.  The programme will include:

· key note speeches from senior DWP and European Commission officials,

· a panel discussion on ESF priorities for 2011-2013,

· a series of workshops focusing on key ESF themes, 

· presentation of ESF awards for sustainable development and equal opportunities; and

· an exhibition of ESF projects.

To receive a booking form, please email debra@southwestforum.org.uk. As said, the deadline for signing up is soon: Friday 17 September 2010.

7. ESF-funded Workforce Development has Wide Benefits: New Study
A new study commissioned by the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) demonstrates that ESF-funded in-work training adds value to mainstream programmes and strategies. Benefits include: 

· for employers - improved business performance (profit and improved efficiencies), increased workforce and management skills, and increased propensity to train. 

· for employees – improved confidence, achieving qualifications, help with career progression, improved skills and improved attitudes to training. Most of the employees interviewed stated that the training had helped them to do their existing jobs better. 

Full details of the report are at: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/newsroom/press-releases/2010/july-2010/dwp092-10-210710.shtml
***

This bulletin was prepared by Simon Charters, Regional Coordinator (SWF), and enabled through support from the ESF and South West Regional Development Agency.   Your feedback on the style and content of the bulletin are very welcome – please contact Simon directly on simon@southwestforum.org.uk / 01392 823758.
� The Competitiveness area serves all of the South West except for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, who are served by the Convergence area for ESF. Social Purpose Organisations refers to voluntary and community organisations, social enterprises and not-for-profit distributing organisations.








