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Name Amy Halls  Group/Meeting Early Childhood Services Strategic Partnership
Date of meeting 3rd November 2009
	Overall view of meeting and general comments

A well attended meeting with the following agenda items discussed:
· Recruitment process for centrally managed Children’s Centres

· Update on the Early Years Funding Reform; consultation on enhanced provision

· Briefing on the Quality Framework that is being developed for Early Years Settings
· Review of the latest Early Years Foundation Stage Profile data 
Several of these items are of great interest to the voluntary sector (see below) and a substantial amount of discussion during the meeting was around how the local authority can ensure they have fully engaged with relevant voluntary and community groups.



	Key issues/main points of interest for the voluntary & community sectors

Update on the Early Years Funding Reform
Nationally, the Government is requiring all local authorities to review how their early years provision is funded in order to ensure that funding of maintained and PVI settings is fair and transparent.  To date, there have been unjustified differences in how the different sectors are funded.  To rectify this, local authorities have been required to develop a single funding formula that takes into account the wide scope of provision available, and funds according to participation (ie. the number of children using services) rather than places (ie. the number of available places, whether they are used or not).  These reforms compliment the increase in free childcare provision which all families will be entitled to (rising from 12.5 hours to 15 hours a week in 2010).
The latest development in Bristol’s funding reform is a second element of provision additional to the free entitlement, targeted at vulnerable families.  Consultation on the delivery of enhanced provision is currently taking place, and the partnership is keen that voluntary sector settings take the opportunity to voice their opinions and concerns on each proposal being put forward.  It is therefore vital that the voluntary sector responds to questionnaires that have recently been sent out.  Deadline for returns is 16th November.

Briefing events have also been set up as follows:

Monday 9th Nov
The Woodward Community Centre

Alexandra Park

Fishponds

BS16 2BG
8.00am-9.30am and 1.30pm-3.00pm
Tuesday 10th Nov

The Greenway Centre 

Doncaster Road

Southmead

B10 5PY
4.00pm-5.30pm and 6.00pm-7.30pm
Quality Framework for Early Years Settings
Whilst childcare is delivered city wide by maintained and PVI settings, the Government’s Outcomes Duty places ultimate accountability to the local authority for the wellbeing of all children.  In order to ensure that the highest standard of practice is achieved across all sectors, the local authority is developing a quality framework by which all settings will be monitored and supported.  The intention is that the framework is implemented by the Early Years Consultant team, causing a shift in their role from supporting settings to becoming ‘a critical friend’; challenging practice, providing additional support where it is identified as being necessary and also facilitating dissemination of best practice from high quality settings.  This framework is currently being developed, and will be brought for discussion to the next partnership meeting on the 10th December.  Consultation with all sectors will then take place in January.
Again, the partnership are concerned that the voluntary sector is fully engaged in the development of this framework.  Any issues or concerns around this development can be taken to the next meeting.  Please contact Amy Halls ahalls@peytu.co.uk
Speakeasy Facilitator Training Programme

fpa (the Family Planning Association) is able to offer a limited number of fully funded places on the Speakeasy facilitator training programme. This programme trains staff in the voluntary and community sectors across England to deliver a Speakeasy course for parents and carers. This opportunity is available to staff who are already working with parents and carers. The training is accredited at level three with the Open College Network (OCN).
More information can be found at www.fpa.org.uk


	Comments and concerns raised by voluntary and community sector representatives

· Clarification over what action has already been taken to consult with the voluntary sector regarding the funding reform for enhanced provision
The original proposal consisted of 7 options that were initially taken to the schools forum, which shortlisted these to the 3 options now being consulted on.  The schools forum consists of a single representative of the PVI sector as a whole.  However, all settings have now been sent a questionnaire and the details of briefing sessions taking place.  So far, the PVI sector is responding well to the questionnaires, suggesting this line of communication is proving affective.  The partnership welcomes any further support that can be provided by the voluntary sector rep.
· Concerns over how PVI settings might perceive the proposed Quality Framework, and what thought has been given to this

The partnership is very keen that the voluntary sector are fully engaged in the development of this framework, and are aware that it’s success depends on ensuring that all sectors welcome the development as a means to improving quality and celebrating best practice.  Further help from the voluntary sector rep was welcomed.

· What relationship currently exists between Early Years Consultants and the PVI settings they support, as they will be the key drivers in implementing the framework

There is currently an issue around the capacity of the Early Years Consultants team, meaning that the provision of support hasn’t been as full as the LA would have wished.  A decision was made to take this discussion forward outside of the partnership meeting (see actions below).
· Concern that there seems to be a constant misplaced suggestion that PVI settings are providing services of lower quality than maintained
Recognition was given to the fact that there are settings in the PVI sector providing high quality services.  The framework is intended to recognise good practice, and also the fact that there can always be room for improvement in any setting, regardless of sector.  A decision was made to take this discussion forward outside of the partnership meeting (see actions below).




	Key decision/s made

· Amy Halls to inform Rosie Reed on all further opportunities available to consult with voluntary sector regarding the funding form

· Elizabeth Fee to consult Amy Halls outside of meeting to discuss engaging with the voluntary sector regarding the quality framework
Future agenda items
· Draft of quality framework 

· Further analysis of Early Years Foundation Stage Profile data, with particular reference to where targets are not being met

· Health visitor shortage

· Workforce strategy

Please contact Amy Halls with any concerns/comments that you wish to be taken to future meetings; ahalls@peytu.co.uk 


Please return a copy of this form to 

The Care Forum, The Black Development Agency and Voscur 

within five working days following the meeting. Thank you.

