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Name Amy Halls  Group/Meeting Early Childhood Services Strategic Partnership
Date of meeting 3rd March 2010
	Overall view of meeting and general comments

A well attended meeting with the following agenda items discussed:
· Update on the single funding formula
· Children’s Centre Service Agreement
· Children’s Centre Self Evaluation Forms

· Referral Process for Early Years Enhanced Provision



	Key issues/main points of interest for the voluntary & community sectors

Update on the Early Years Funding Reform
Background: Nationally, the Government is requiring all local authorities to review how their early years provision is funded in order to ensure that funding of maintained and PVI settings is fair and transparent.  To date, there have been unjustified differences in how the different sectors are funded.  To rectify this, local authorities have been required to develop a single funding formula that takes into account the wide scope of provision available, and funds according to participation (ie. the number of children using services) rather than places (ie. the number of available places, whether they are used or not).

Update: Following the Government announcement that the Early Years Funding Reform is to be delayed nationally until September 2011, Bristol has applied to be a Pathfinder authority to pilot the already substantial amount of work that has gone into developing a single funding formula for all childcare settings.  This application was however unsuccessful, and further clarification and guidance as to why this is the case is being sought; requesting formal reassurance that the funding formula developed by Bristol was acceptable and to establish if there will be any government support to stretch the lead-in time until full implementation in September 2011.

A discussion arose as to how the momentum behind this work can be maintained, ensuring that Bristol can feel confident about implementing the formula in all settings by September 2011.
Plans for the Early Years Monitoring, Support, Challenge and Intervention
Background: Whilst childcare is delivered city wide by maintained and PVI settings, the Government’s Outcomes Duty places ultimate accountability to the local authority for the wellbeing of all children.  In order to ensure that the highest standard of practice is achieved across all sectors, the local authority is developing a quality framework by which all settings will be monitored and supported.  The intention is that the framework is implemented by the Early Years Consultant team, causing a shift in their role from supporting settings to becoming ‘a critical friend’; challenging practice, providing additional support where it is identified as being necessary and also facilitating dissemination of best practice from high quality settings
Update: The framework has been devised and a number of briefing sessions are taking place at different locations throughout Bristol to inform all settings about it and to give them the opportunity to discuss their thoughts/concerns/suggestions.


	Comments and concerns raised by voluntary and community sector representatives

· Clarification over what action has already been taken to inform the voluntary sector regarding these latest developments to the funding reform
It was pointed out that a key factor to maintain momentum around the funding reform would be clear communication to the voluntary sector regarding all progress.  AH reaffirmed that the Voscur e-bulletin could be used to disseminate information to settings.  The BAND and PEYTU newsletters could also be used as a vehicle for keeping all settings updated on developments.



	Key decision/s made
· A date for a potential focus group for Voluntary sector managers will be arranged and confirmed with Voscur.  Details to be circulated to settings.
Future agenda items
· Review of the main aims of and partners in the ECSSP.
Please contact Amy Halls with any concerns/comments that you wish to be taken to future meetings; ahalls@peytu.co.uk 


Please return a copy of this form to 

The Care Forum, The Black Development Agency and Voscur 

within five working days following the meeting. Thank you.

