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	Labour Market Information

	Unemployment

	Claimant Count

Source: NOMIS
	· The seasonally adjusted claimant count in the South West decreased for the third month running, now standing at 93,300. This is down 2,100 on the previous month and up 25,300 on the figure for December 2008. 
· The monthly decrease of -2.2 % compares with a national decrease of -1.0%.
· The unadjusted claimant count in the Region has seen a decrease this month, experiencing a -1.7% decrease and now stands at 90,035.


	Age and Duration

Source: NOMIS
	· 29.1% of JSA claimants are aged 18-24 (30.4% Dec 08)
· 53.2% of JSA claimants are aged 25-49 (51.7% Dec 08)
· 17.2% of JSA claimants are aged 50+ (17.1% Dec 08)
· 70.1% of JSA claimants are now claiming for less than 6 months, compared with 83.6% in Dec 2008. This is a numerical increase of 7,185. 

· 29.9% of JSA claimants are now claiming for 6 months and over, compared with 16.4% in Dec 2008. This is a numerical increase of 15,910.
· 19.2% (or 17,195) have been claiming for 6-12 months.
· 9.6% (or 8,610) have been claiming for 1-2 years.
· 1.2% (or 1,045) have been claiming for over 2 years.


	Claimant Flows and Volumes

Source: NOMIS
	· New JSA claims averaged 5,004 per week in Dec 2009 compared with 5,066 in Dec 2008, a decrease of -1.2%.
· Claimant on-flows during the quarter October 2009 – December 2009 were 11.7% higher than for the same period last year. Nationally the increase was 10.1%.
· Off flows increased by 64.7% in the quarter October 2009 – December 2009 quarter when compared with the same period last year (National increase was 45.6%).

	Incapacity Benefit & Employment & Support Allowance (ESA)
Source: MISP

	· In December 2009 there were 77,767 IB claimants in the South West.
· This is a decrease of -0.8% on Nov 2009.
· Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) went live 27/10/08 and there are currently 29,035 SW claimants. 


	Income Support

Source: MISP
	· In Dec 2009, 129,159 customers in the South West were claiming Income Support.

· This is a decrease of -0.2% on Nov 2009 and a decrease of -6.9% on Dec 2008.


	Lone Parents

Source: MISP
 
	· There are currently 42,744 lone parents claiming benefits in the South West region.

· Lone parents account for 33.1% of all Income Support claimants.


	
	


	Vacancies and Employment

	Vacancies Notified

Source: NOMIS
	· There were 85,384 vacancies notified in the region during the quarter from October 2009 – December 2009.
· This compares with 81,301 for the same period last year, an increase of 5.0% (Nat 0.1%).
· Vacancies notified are now up 6.5% on the previous quarter.


	Employment

Source: First Release
	· The employment rate for the South West stood at 75.2% for the period September 2009 – November 2009.
· The rate is down -0.9% on the previous quarter and also down -3.3% compared with the same period last year.

· The GB employment rate is currently 72.6% (A -0.2% change on the previous quarter and down -1.7% on the previous year).


	Recruitment Activity
Source: External Relations
	· Over 3875 job gains were recorded during the period October - December 2009

· These are largely in the retail sector



	Redundancies/Downturn
Source: External Relations
	· October - December 2009 JCP was notified of 4596 job losses. This is a drop of 14% on the previous three month period.

· Notified redundancies are down 63% compared to the same period last year ( which was the start of the economic downturn)

· Since April 2009 JCP has been notified of over 330 employers making redundancies

· There has been an increase in the number of public sector job loss notifications since November 2009.




