02-11-09

Dear Deborah
 

Many thanks for your response which has been shared with the Bristol Compact Steering Group. 
 

Whilst I understand that the timescales are the same for all providers, the reality is that the Third Sector is at a disadvantage in comparison to other providers, as they rarely have the capacity to prepare and respond to tight deadlines. Consulting with their members and liaising with their management committees are just a couple of the time consuming tasks that they need to carry out as part of responding to commissioning opportunities, which stretch precious time and resources when also trying to run services with limited staff numbers. The Compact was very much brought into being to address this disparity and to enable sectors to work together to enable a level playing field. 
 

I will be leaving my post on 12th November, but I am sure that the steering committee and the next Liaison Officer will welcome working with you in the coming months, so that we can support Third Sector providers in engaging with future NHS Commissioning.
 

I look forward to meeting you on 5th at the Compact event.
Regards
Louise Clark

Compact Liaison Officer

