The following is a message from Rose Richards, Service Manager, Youth, Play and Outdoor Education, on behalf of the Bristol Youth Links Board.  

Dear colleagues,

I am delighted to inform you that the DRAFT Bristol Youth Links (BYL) Commissioning Plan and background papers is published on Bristol Youth Links BLOG for consultation at:
http://bristolchildren.wordpress.com/consultations/bristolyouthlinks/ 

The full draft commissioning plan includes the needs analysis, results of consultation with children and young people, providers and stakeholders, draft service and staff equalities impact assessments, a procurement options appraisal and a draft specification.  A feedback form is also on the Blog.  

Bristol Youth Links (BYL) is the umbrella brand for a range of integrated services:

·    Open access play activities for children and young people
·    Open access, enjoyable and exciting structured positive
activities that children and young people can do in their own time, including volunteering
·    Information and personalised advice, guidance and support that
enable young people to make informed decisions and choices about their lives
·    Ways for children and young people to have their say in
developing services so that they are accessible, attractive and relevant for them and their families

The draft commissioning plan outlines the rationale for change and proposals to implement a radical approach to commissioning all BYL services for 2012.  The proposals will open up and cultivate the market; free up resources to respond to emerging needs and innovative approaches; and secure improved services that support children and young people to achieve excellent outcomes and that are good value for money.


The Bristol Youth Links Project Board is consulting on the DRAFT commissioning plan for Bristol Youth Links services and outcomes from 2012, and is interested in hearing your views in a variety of ways.  As well as welcoming your feedback through the published form on the blog we will shortly publish details of opportunities to attend a programme of consultation events.

Feedback should be submitted via the blog or to Samantha Flowers, Bristol Youth Links Project Officer Samantha.flowers@bristol.gov.uk (at the latest 30th August 2011).

Please take the opportunity to read the draft commissioning plan and circulate this information to colleagues and partners.  Can you also encourage young people you engage with to post suggestions and comments and ask any questions.  If any aspects of this process presents you with any difficulties please contact us as your views are important to us.  I apologise if you receive this e mail more than once, we are enthusiastic to reach as many of you as possible.

I look forward to receiving your feedback, 

Yours sincerely, 

Rose Richards




