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UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANISATION (UNESCO) INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE AND ITS ABOLITION

WHAT WAS THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE?
‘For over four hundred years, from the mid-fifteenth century, Europeans enslaved millions of Africans through the transatlantic slave trade. It is thought that over 12 million Africans were loaded onto slave ships and that over three million died. British ships made about 11,000 slaving voyages. Liverpool, London and Bristol accounted for 95 per cent of these voyages.’

Words by Tony Tibbles. Copyright Royal Mail Group plc 2007
· ‘1807 25 March – Slave Trade Abolition Bill passed in the British Parliament’
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/slavery 


WHAT ARE WE COMMISSIONING?
In 2006 Bristol City Council made a commitment to commemorate the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade, and has commissioned the Bristol Legacy Commission to take this proposal forward, UNESCO has decided to use 23rd August each year to mark this event. Like similar remembrance days such as the Holocaust Remembrance Day, and Remembrance Sunday it should be treated as a day of reflection and to celebrate the historic resistance by those who lost their lives and freedom. 

‘This International Day aims at eliciting reflection on a tragic past that may be distant but whose repercussions continue to fuel injustice and exclusion today. This reflection on the barbarity our society is capable of unleashing with a clear conscience is all the more necessary, salutary even, as millions of men, women and children still today suffer the horrors of new forms of slavery’.

	Director General UNESCO Mr Koïchiro Matsuura


WHAT WE WOULD LIKE FROM YOU?

Over the last two years, the Bristol Legacy Commission have commissioned organisations and individuals to organise and manage appropriate events to mark the 23rd August in 2010 and would like to continue to empower the community to lead on how the day should be commemorated in Bristol.
We would like organisations to come up with an idea, using the Bristol Legacy Commissions mandated priority areas; Cultural Representation, Education, and Health & Well Being as the main focus, to include all communities, promoting cohesion and working in partnership.

The one-day event should cost no more than £10,000 to deliver; it should reach as many communities in Bristol as possible, and should take place in Bristol City Centre. The event should highlight the reason for the event and attract match funding from other organisations. 


HOW WILL WE CHOOSE?

We would like organisations to send in a plan, which delivers on the criteria above. The event can be performances, debates, story telling, film showing, whatever the organisation decides is a fitting, appropriate and sustainable in order that the model could be repeated but adapted each year. 


Could you please send your ideas to the following email address:

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE DO THE FOLLOWING

email address: Legacy.Commission@bristol.gov.uk  tel: 0117 922 2634

submission date: 10th May 2010
feedback date: 19th May 2010
If you have any queries please contact Cherene at Legacy.Commission@bristol.gov.uk
NB. Colston Hall is currently available on the 23rd August. 
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