VCS Network Meeting, 14th June 2011
Area Working in Bristol: Consolidating Partnership Working to Support Vulnerable Families

Summary of VCS Feedback 
Key points:

There was broad agreement with the need to change the focus to area working but concerns were expressed around area executives and their accountability, their complexity, their role in commissioning.

Access to services for service users could be an issue. Small local VCS groups providing specialist services might get missed when collecting data about what services are available.
The size of the areas would mean that more support may be required in varying degrees depending on the demography. 

It was not clear how the VCS would engage in this generally but more support would be needed for smaller VCS groups to engage with the areas, in evidence gathering for needs analysis and enable linking with larger VCS groups for commissioning of services.

With fewer resources, it was felt important to streamline priorities and clarify how area executives would link with other partnerships such as Neighbourhood partnerships, Health and Wellbeing Board, VCS Assembly and Networks.
The importance of clear communication was highlighted, not just use of language but use of various forms such as blogs, rather than just meetings.

The emphasis should not just be children but whole family. This is an opportunity to develop greater engagement and joint working.

