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INVESTOR IN PEOPL.E




	
	Reply to
	Gillian Douglas

	
	
	Telephone
	0117 922 2664

	
	
	Textphone
	0117 357 4444

	
	
	Fax
	0117 922 2329

	
	
	E-mail
	Gillian.douglas@bristol.gov.uk

	
	
	Our ref
	exec/budget/vcs0810

	
	
	Date
	9 August 2010


Dear voluntary sector partner,

Voluntary Sector Engagement in the Bristol Budget Conversation

I am writing to invite your organisation to participate in a conversation with the Leader of the Council about the financial constraints facing the council and to gather your ideas about how savings could be made.

In June we began the public conversation about financial pressures and since 16th July we have published more detailed information about specific service areas, showing how much we spend, where the money comes from, what some of the major trends and pressures are, and how our spending compares with other comparable council areas. The information can be found at http://askbristol.wordpress.com/budget-conversation/ and I would encourage you to submit your views.

I would also like to invite you as lead officer and/or the chairperson of your organisation to meet with the Leader, Councillor Barbara Janke, on Tuesday 28th September 2010 at the Council House from 2 to 4pm. The views of the voluntary and community sector in Bristol are very important to the council and this meeting will provide an opportunity for you to comment first hand on :

· how the council can achieve better value for money through efficiencies, more joint working or alternative methods of delivering outcomes;

· areas of work that whilst important, could better (and more efficiently) be delivered by people and organisations other than the existing public sector agencies; and

· any public services that in these tough financial times could usefully be cut back or stopped altogether 

Please confirm whether you will be able to attend on 28th September and whether you have any access requirements.

I look forward to seeing you on the 28th September.

Yours Faithfully,

Equalities and Community Cohesion Manager
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