Workshop 4 - Young people in the criminal justice revolving door

Issues

· Some Young Offender (Y.O.) have false ideas about accommodation available to them 

· Some prisons in the South West are already very good in working with Young Offenders& providing secure accommodation, but this is not always the case

· There is a variety of individual risk factors

· Are conditions appropriate?

· There is a drop-off after custody 

· Lack of continuity – ‘too many’ agencies involved; these agencies are not working together well enough

· BME young people are more likely to be sent to prison

· Lack of resources

Suggestions:

· Information sharing (with solicitors, VCS organisations, etc.) 

· Custody is good point to reach young offender

· Services to pick up negative influences

· Build up trust & ease resettlement process

· Different organisations link up skills & knowledge

· Wrap – round service to ensure continuity – intense input

· Plans to place prisoners closer to home

· Shift in attitude in prisons
· Provide debt advice

· Partnership Coordinators in prisons to link with voluntary sector

· Limited communication

· Better understanding of systems in place in court needed

· At next meeting: discuss risks for voluntary sector

