Bristol Children & Young People’s Trust Board 

Headline summary of discussions re: safeguarding and related matters (tracking back from Feb 2010 to Feb 2008).

1.
Bristol Children & Young People’s Trust Board – 1 Feb 2010


Bristol Safeguarding Children Board (BSCB) update (agenda item 3f):

The Board received an update from the BSCB, noting that the following key issues were discussed at their 13 Jan meeting:

a. Ensuring effective communications around the role and work of the BSCB.

b. Performance management.  
The 13 Jan BSCB was the first chaired by the new, independent Chair, Professor Ray Jones, who was now a member of the Trust Board, and would report on behalf of the BSCB to each future Trust Board meeting. 

2.
Bristol Children & Young People’s Trust Board – 24 Nov 2009

BSCB update (agenda item 3e):

The Board received an update from the BSCB, noting that:

a. The generally positive results of the Ofsted inspection carried out in October 2009 had been communicated to partners.

b. All appropriate action was continuing to be taken to review / strengthen arrangements as necessary.

3.
Bristol Children & Young People’s Partnership Executive Board – 21 Sept 2009

a.
Strategic Director’s update (agenda item 4a):

As part of the Strategic Director’s update, it was noted that an independent chair for the BSCB had been appointed.  Bristol had also received an unannounced Osted safeguarding inspection in early September.  The inspectors had visited Symes House and Ridingleaze social work assessment teams, and had met health, policy and multi-agency partners.  The Council would receive a final letter on the findings by the end of September
b.
Bristol’s pledge to children in care and care leavers (agenda item 5):


The Board received a report (subsequently approved by BCC’s Cabinet on 1 October) on the proposed pledge and 

-
strongly endorsed the pledge.

-
suggested it was essential to ensure children in care felt they were receiving real opportunities to make their own choices about future options.

-
suggested that in terms of assisting children in care in making complaints, it would be essential to ensure a free, direct telephone line was available.

c.
Safeguarding arrangements in Bristol – progress report (agenda item 6):


The Board received a substantive progress report from the BSCB, including:

· the local implementation plan following the Laming review.

· the annual BSCB report.

The Board noted that the latest version of the local (Laming) implementation plan was presented in a traffic light indicator format, as per their previous request, and suggested that (re: further updates) it would be useful to more closely define what was meant by the “amber” rating. 

4.
Bristol Children & Young People’s Partnership Executive Board – 12 May 2009


Review of safeguarding arrangements in Bristol (agenda item 4):

The Board received a report setting out an update on the local review of safeguarding arrangements, the Laming review and some particular issues in respect of Contact Point and safeguarding training for the voluntary and community sector.  The key discussion points were:

a. It was noted that the local review would be completed in June, after Reconstruct had fed back on their work and recommendations.

b. It was noted that the issue of allocating some free safeguarding training for the voluntary and community sector was being addressed as part of the co-ordinated children’s workforce development plan.

c. Re: the Laming review, it was noted that it was proposed that a co-ordinated local action plan should be developed by the BSCB to ensure effective implementation of government requirements.  It was also anticipated that the relationship between this Board and the BCSB needed to ensure appropriate challenge and support, and that this needed to be defined in the action plan.  It was agreed that in developing the new action plan in response to the Laming review, and in reporting progress to this Board, the BSCB should adopt a “traffic light” indicator format to monitor progress against each action.

d. In terms of the involvement of this Board in the recruitment process for the independent Chair of the BSCB, it was agreed that the Chair would liaise with key partners to identify an appropriate nominee(s) to represent the Board.

5.
Bristol Children & Young People’s Partnership Executive Board – 23 February 2009


Safeguarding arrangements in Bristol – update (agenda item no.5):


The Board received a report providing an update on the review of safeguarding arrangements in Bristol, seeking agreement of additional costs to partners, and flagging the need for greater attention to the relationship between the BSCB and this Board.  In discussion, it was agreed:

a. That a report be submitted to the next Board meeting on the outcomes of the external review being carried out by Reconstruct.

b. That partners be requested to agree and progress the financial contributions to the Board’s budget to enable the establishment of the independent chairing and commissioning arrangement, and to extend the range of safeguarding training.

6.
Bristol Children & Young People’s Partnership Executive Board -


17 November 2008 

Safeguarding: at the start of the meeting, there was a discussion concerning the implications for the Board of the recent child abuse cases in Haringey and Manchester.  It was acknowledged that these cases provided an important opportunity to test the robustness of the systems operated within Bristol.

7.
Bristol Children & Young People’s Partnership Executive Board -


24 July 2008


BSCB strategy and working together arrangements (agenda item 3):

The Board noted that the strategy included universal and targeted safeguarding of vulnerable groups, and that strategic forums would have a place on the Board (identified as good practice in the Newcastle case study).

The Board approved the proposed 3 year strategy and agreed that links between the BSCB and this Board should continue to be strengthened.
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