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Wiz lcome to the thiteenth European Social Fund (ESF) bulletin foroluntary and Community Organisations
C0g) in the South Wed Competitiveness area. Thisbulletin summansesthe opporunities for %CO
engagement with ESF.

1. ESF Third Sector Consortium

South Wved Forum isworking with gakeholdersto develop a third sector consortium armund sklls and
leaming. The eady objective of the consartium isto bid for an ESF contract, through the Shlls Funding
Agency. Hereizalinkto a "Self Assessment Tool'. All organisationswishing to be conddered asdelivery
partnersin the consortium are invited to complete and retum the tool to debra@southwesforum.org.uk by
Friday 28 May.

2. ESF Roadshow

Asrepoted inthe previous bulleting, a roadshow' of 7 eventswill spell out the hroad opportunitiesthat ESF
wiil| offer in the up-coming tendering window. The Sklls Funding Agency, Department of Warkand Pensgaons,
and the hational Offender Management Service will all go through the key headings of their spending plans,
but it isunlikely that a full picture of the tender specificationswill be available at this paoint.

The “oluntary Yalue project undergandsthat the timetable for delivering ESF in the region could be
delayed, and that this could unfotunately limit the content of the events Assuch, a second round of events
islikely laterin the summer in which fuller detail on the project specificationswill be announced.

Monetheless, the datesfor the fird round of eventsremain asthey were — at the time of writing at leag! They
are:

07 June  Comwall = Alverton Manor— Trur, TRE1T 120

08 June Devon - Bicton College — Eag Budleigh, Budleigh Salterton, EXS 7BY

09 June Glouceger-Thigle Cheltenham Hotel, GLS1 0TS

10 June Brigol — Marriott Royal Hotel, College Green, Brigol, ES1 5T A

15 June  Somersat - Lyngford House Canference Centre, Tauntan, TAZ 8HD

16 June Daorset- De Yere Royal Bath, Bournemouth , BH1 2EW

17 June  Wiltshire - Lackham Countryside Centre, Chippenham, SMN15 2MY

To bookan contact LSN Eventson 0207 492 5000 or regigrationa@l snlearning. org. uk

3. 2010 ESF Tendering Window

Summer 2010 will pregent big funding oppotunitiesforthose hoping to draw down ESF support. Indications
are that we will not see funding for discrete sub-regionsin the South Wied. There isalsa a posgibility of
dippage againg the timetable set out, but no conformation hasyet been received of this

The next Woluntary %alue bulletin will include a 'checkig’ far small organisationswanting to be hid ready for
sub-contracting opportunities

4. Gpportunity to be a sub-contractor on ESF NOMS contracts still there

Small organisationsthat want to be involved in the NOMS ESF funding programme — Enhancing
Employment for Offenders- can gill regider their intered in becaming & sub-contractor, by completing
http:procurement. hmprisonservice. gov.ukiassetadocuments"1 000447 AContactdatabaseMOMSFarm. xl s

MOMS has asured the Woluntary Walue project that when a provider detailsthe aub-contractarsthat will be
part of delivery at the hid gage, that pravidershonour this commitment duting delivery.

A. The NOMS ESF Evidence Base

Employability Sklls Aresearch and policy briefing’ provides an evidence base for those intereged in the
MOMS ESF funding opportunity. The report, by Uk Commisson for Employment and Skills, provides a review
of recant research on the theme of employability and shills, exploresthe evidence base and recent policy
trends and initiatives See hitpiwwwy ukces org.ukireportsemployability-ghllsa-research-and-policy-briefing

6. Future Jobs Fund and ESF not compatible

Prime providers have heard that they cannot use the Future Jobs Fund as match funding for their ESF
projects Thisisbecause the ESF Operational Programme doesnot allow ESF to support wage subsidy
schemes Confimation of thishasbeen received from Govemment Offices

7. Third sector ESF organisations championed in the Big lssue

Asreported in lag month'sVoluntary Walue bulletin, the third ssctar organisationswhich triumphed at the
inaugural ESF Awards ceremony recently received coverage in the Big lssue — s2e the issue that was
published in the week beginning 26 April.

8. ESF Framew ork Befresh: the final document

“oluntary Walue gakeholders helpfully contibuted to the cansultation in the refresh of the ESF Framewark in
late 2009, And the final Framewoark document has now been published here: hitp:#library. saresh.co.ubkdlibrary
fdetail. php ?id=309 &catlD=52
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