[image: image1.jpg]




Safeguarding Children and Young People Toolkit

This tool kit has been developed to help you to:
· Understand safeguarding and child protection

· Conduct an assessment of your organisation to ensure that it meets the standards required to safeguard children and young people

· Know what to do in situations where there is an allegation of abuse made

· Update you on the changes to criminal records checks and the new Disclosure and Barring Service 
· Provide a list of organisations that conduct criminal records checks and offer Child Protection/safeguarding training
What is Safeguarding?
Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is the duty of everyone and can be defined as: 

· Protecting children from maltreatment

· Preventing impairment of children’s health or development

· Ensuring that children are growing up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care

· Enabling those children to have optimum life chances and to enter adulthood successfully.

What is Child Protection?

The activity that is undertaken to protect children who are suffering, or are likely to suffer, significant harm; ‘Child Protection’ is considered a more defined activity undertaken as part of the safeguarding role. 
For further information and statutory guidance for all organisations that provide services or work with children, young people, parents and families on fulfilling their commitment to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and

young people see: “Working Together to Safeguard Children A guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children” March 2015 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2 
	Safeguarding Checklist - Do you have:
	Yes
	No
	Actions Required?

	Clear priorities for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children stated in your policy documents?
	
	
	

	Clear commitment by senior management and trustees to the importance of safeguarding and promoting children’s welfare through both the commissioning and the provision of services
	
	
	

	Do you listen to children, seeking their views in developing and improving services?
	
	
	

	Is accountability and governance within and across organisations clear for services designed to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young people?
	
	
	

	Do you have safe recruitment of staff, trustees and volunteers, including arrangements for appropriate checks on new staff and volunteers and adoption of best practice in the recruitment of new staff and volunteers (See DBS checks)?
	
	
	

	Do you know how to work together to help keep children and young people safe online and with new technology?


	
	
	

	Do you know how to deal with allegations of abuse against staff and volunteers?* Local details at http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/bscb-protocols-multi-agency-action *
	
	
	

	Do all staff, trustees, volunteers have initial and refresher safeguarding training at regular intervals? (See organisations that can help).


	
	
	

	Do you have a safeguarding policy and procedures that are in accordance with guidance from the local authority and locally agreed inter-agency procedures? (See organisations that can help).
	
	
	

	Do you know arrangements to work with other organisations to safeguard and promote the welfare of children, including arrangements for sharing information? Details at http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/bscb-protocols-multi-agency-action
	
	
	

	Is there a whistle-blowing policy and procedures?
	
	
	


Safeguarding Children Policy – to include:

· Definition of safeguarding/ child abuse
· Safe recruitment of staff, volunteers, trustees & DBS checks
· Staff, volunteers, trustees to undergo initial safeguarding training & refresher training 
· Codes of conduct for safe working 
· Confidentiality & record keeping/logging  
· Procedures if a suspicion or disclosure of abuse
· Procedures/responding to allegations

· Clear roles/responsibilities for implementation & processes
· Relevant contact details (and roles/contacts of other local agencies)
· Reference to Working Together to Safeguard Children 2015 and to legal framework
· Reference to whistle-blowing policy
· The date when the policy was adopted and details of review

Responding to an Allegation of Abuse
The Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) should be informed within one working day regarding allegations of abuse against members of staff and volunteers. The LADO is responsible for managing allegations against anyone who works with children in an employed or voluntary capacity. The LADO for Bristol can be contacted by telephone, Tel: 0117 903 7795. 
Ofsted, as the regulator, should also be informed of any allegation or concern made against a member of staff in any day care establishment for children under eight within 14 days.

Disclosure and Barring Services (DBS)

The Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 included key changes to the vetting and barring scheme. These changes commenced on 10 September 2012, in relation to the CRB (Criminal Record Bureau) checking service, including a new definition of regulated activity for children and adults, with statutory guidance on the supervision of children, repeal of controlled activity, and various other changes to disclosures.  The changes brought in by the act also affected the work carried out by the Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA)

 

From 1 December 2012, the work of the CRB and of the ISA merged into a single, new Non-Departmental Public Body, called the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS). The DBS carries out the CRB’s and ISA’s functions. More information is available on the DBS website which is https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/disclosure-and-barring-service       

	Old Terms use by Criminal Records Bureau
	New Terms used by the Disclosure and Barring Service

	CRB, ISA
	DBS

	Standard CRB check
	Standard DBS check

	Enhanced CRB check with Barred list check
	Enhanced DBS check with Barred list check

	ISA Adult First
	ISA Adult First

	Vulnerable adults 
	Vulnerable groups, including children 


Organisations that can help
BAND - is an umbrella organisation which supports and develops childcare provision in and around Bristol. It provides services to childcare providers, people working with children, families and employers, including DBS checks. Offers advice and support on Safeguarding Policies and Procedures to Bristol based childcare providers http://www.bandltd.org.uk/index.html  

SafeClub -  For Voluntary and Community Groups in Bristol. Supported by Bristol Safeguarding Children Board, it provides free practical help and resources to clubs in the area.  http://safeclub.org.uk/ 

Safe Network – resources for the sector https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/safeguarding/   Useful guide for safeguarding in organisations: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-resources/research-and-resources/2015/are-they-safe/ 
BSCB - Bristol Safeguarding Children Board co-ordinates and leads work on child protection within Bristol. It provides policies and procedures to enable those working with children & young people to actively ensure that they are working to safeguard the welfare of those children and young people. 

BSCB is made up of organisations and people working together to promote children's welfare and keep them safe. It includes Bristol City Council's Children and Young People's Services, the police, the probation service, the various primary and secondary (e.g. hospital services) NHS services, and VCS advocates. Details at http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/bristol-safeguarding-children-board
BSCB also provides an inter-agency safeguarding training programme at http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/bscb-training
BSCB is a member of the South West Child Protection Procedures (SWCPP) which provides all agencies in the South West of England with core multi-agency child protection procedures and all professionals should consult these procedures.  For details, http://www.online-procedures.co.uk/swcpp/ 
BSCB is able to provide advice and support to agencies and organisations that are seeking to revise or develop their procedures. Further information can be obtained from Adam Bond, Policy and Projects Officer, adam.bond@bristol.gov.uk, 0117 903 7780 / 0117 903 7153
If concerned about a child contact http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/emergency-duty-team
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